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ANNOUNCEMENT OF GRANTS BY THE LONDON REGION

May 2004

Embargoed until 01.00hrs – Friday 11 June 2004


Large Grants programme:

17 grants worth £2,317,019


Medium Grants Programme:

7 grants worth £349,482


TOTAL:



24 grants worth £2,666,501




Barking and Dagenham awarded 1 grant totalling £95,216
Axe Street Project awarded £95,216
Axe Street Project was set up to reduce the harm caused by drugs to individuals, families and the community.  The project recognises that young people on the edges of drug usage do not usually attend drug projects and presentations so they will employ detached workers to go into estates where existing community facilities are minimal.  By meeting young people on their own ground they will be able to establish trust within which the youngsters can recognise the dangers of their lifestyle and feel confident to approach agencies for help at an early stage.  This proactive project is responding to a specific need in the community and anticipates it will work with up to 11,000 youngsters.  

The grant, over three years, will fund a salary, recruitment, training, travel and other project costs.
Brent awarded 1 grant totalling £98,847
Brent Irish Advisory Service awarded £98,847
This project will work with young people from the Irish traveller community in Brent to increase their confidence and skills to participate and take an active role in the wider community.  This will be achieved through a range of training programmes to cover topics such as assertiveness, negotiation and participation.  A popular activity amongst Irish travellers is metalwork and staff will be trained in the use of arts as a tool to encourage access to the project.  The project will address a specific need by working with this marginalised community to help them play a wider role in the community.  Previous projects run for young travellers by the organisation have been replicated elsewhere due to their success.

This grant will, over three years, fund an Irish Traveller Youth Development Worker, recruitment costs, running expenses, training for staff and beneficiaries, travel costs and line management.
Camden awarded 1 grant totalling £195,059
The Consortium Of Bengali Associations awarded £195,059
The Consortium of Bengali Associations is an umbrella group set up to work with Bengali groups across London.  They have excellent knowledge and experience on the needs and issues of this community and use this to help develop the sector further.  This project develops their work to help build the capacity of small and medium sized Bangladeshi-led groups.  The groups will have access to training and a facilitated network to encourage more joint working.  Outcomes for the project include increased general capacity and awareness of other service provision.  It will help strengthen Bangladeshi community groups, making them more sustaniable in the longer term.

This three year grant will fund two salaries, the production of information, training for staff and beneficiaries, travel expenses for staff, fees for an independent evaluation of the project and other project costs.

Based in Camden, serves London.
Croydon awarded 2 grants totalling £169,213
Business and Education London South awarded £55,970
The Motivational Photo Gallery will be an exhibition of photographs, career histories and interviews of successful people from black and minority ethnic (BME) backgrounds that they hope will provide young people in South London with positive role models. The display will travel around Bromley, Croydon, Merton, Sutton, Kingston and Richmond, areas which have a high population of people from BME communities. Young people will be involved in all aspects of creating and publicising the exhibition, from helping to record the interviews, to commissioning publicity materials.  It will help youngsters to visualise success in various professions, giving the motivation to work harder in school.  The exhibition will remain available as a resource for years to come.

The grant, over one year, will fund the Project Manager. Recruitment, training for staff and young people, line management, publicity, and the capital costs of the display materials and recording equipment are included.
Croydon Somali Community Association awarded £113,243
Responding to the needs of the Somalian community in Croydon, the organisation provides various support services to this vulnerable client group.  This project is a combination of building the capacity of the organisation, enabling them to develop a longer term business plan, and expand service delivery so they can continue to meet demand.  They will provide monthly welfare rights information surgeries, a weekly homework club, interpretation and translation services and short breaks for carers.  The project and organisation will act as a bridge between service users and providers, facilitating a better understanding within the community.

The grant over three years is for a full-time salary, a part-time salary, recruitment costs, training and travel for staff and volunteers, and volunteer expenses.

Based in Croydon, sering south west London.
Enfield awarded 2 grants totalling £223,196
Home-Start Enfield awarded £185,753
The project will recruit and train mentors to assist vulnerable families, for instance lone parents and families with multiple births, who experience disadvantage due to low income, mental health issues, homelessness, inadequate housing or challenging behaviour which leads to exclusion from the mainstream.  The aim of the project is to encourage and support parents to integrate in the community and to be able to access and use services.  They will offer a home visiting support programme, run a family group, offer training courses, a father's group and a breakfast club.  It is hoped that this will reduce the isolation of the families by providing parents with an opportunity to socialise and receive advice and to give the children a chance to play and learn together.  

The grant, over three years, is for salaries, recruitment costs, training and travel for staff and volunteers and other project related costs.
The Shane Project awarded £37,443
This recently formed group is already becoming well established in the community and provides a good service to users.  The project will see the development and expansion of the support services they provide to people from black and minority ethnic communities who are living with Multiple Sclerosis (MS). The project will look to set up a support network which will provide information and advice, telephone helpline, information website, newsletter, counselling sessions and support meetings and help to raise awareness to people newly diagnosed with MS.  It is hoped that the project will raise awareness of MS within the African Caribbean community especially, a need that the organisation clearly established in their application.

The grant, over three years, will fund the salary of a part-time Project Officer, recruitment costs, rent,  training for staff and volunteers and general running expenses.
Greenwich awarded 1 grant totalling £56,635
Centre for multi-Cultural Development and Integration awarded £56,635
The organisation provides a range of support services to people from black and minority ethnic communities including supplementary classes, job search and seminars on health and environmental issues.  The project will employ a part-time Co-ordinator to enable the organisation to formalise its activities and increase its opening hours to five days a week.  They are currently operating on a voluntary basis but are clearly ready to take the next step by taking on a staff member.  The worker will provide a mixture of direct services to clients and administrative support, helping to strengthen the organisation and enable them to met the demand for services.  

The grant, over two years, is for the salary of a part-time Co-ordinator and associated project running costs.
Hackney awarded 2 grants totalling £167,766
Step By Step awarded £59,966
Step By Step is a self-help organisation led by the parents of disabled children.  The project will work specifically with disabled youngsters from Orthodox Jewish backgrounds as research shows that there is a lack of provision available in Hackney for this community, even though it makes up a significant proportion of the local population.  It is also a community that traditionally has large families and poverty can be common.  The project will fund indoor and outdoor play facilities on Sunday's, a particularly difficult day for Jewish families with one or more children with disabilities.  The facilities will be fully equipped and accessible, giving youngsters a safe and supportive place to play and learn new life skills.  Parents and carers will also have some respite, meeting other parents in a similar situation.  

The grant, over two years, will pay for 7 Play Leaders, recruitment costs, training for staff and volunteers and other project costs.
The Religious Sisters of Charity Charitable Trust awarded £107,800
St Joseph's Hospice, an operating division of The Religious Sisters of Charity Charitable Trust, is redeveloping the main hospice wing.  The new wing, although similar in bed-space numbers, is much bigger in physical size, allowing for significantly higher standards of clinical care as well and improved facilities for family/community involvement with patients.  It will give greater choice and flexibility, enabling more patients to die in the place of their choice.  

The grant, over one year, will fund part of the cost of fittings for the new wing.

Based Hackney, serves North-East London.

Hammersmith and Fulham awarded 3 grants totalling £502,835
Advocacy & Non Violence Community Education awarded £155,287
ADVANCE provides support to people who have suffered, or who are suffering, from domestic violence and works to educate voluntary and statuatory agencies and the public in all aspects of domestic violence.  This project will provide a 24-hour advocacy support service for victims of domestic violence in Hammersmith and Fulham, giving clients a genuine choice between living at home safely and leaving.  This is the only 24-hour crisis intervention scheme in the borough and so demand for it's services is very high.  

The grant, over three years, is for one salary, training and travel for staff and volunteers, producing information and other project related costs.
Kurdish Association for Refugees awarded £164,139
The project will enable Kurdish elders to be able to integrate more fully into society and have an improved awareness of the services available to them.  This is the only project of this kind for Kurdish older people in London.  They will offer advice and information sugeries and casework in a number of areas, including housing and health, and will operate an advice help line and provide outreach and advocacy for users.  They will also run a day centre once a week which offers the elders an opportunity to meet together as a community.  Trips to local places of interest and cultural activities will also be organised.  

The grant, over three years, will pay for the Over 50's Project Officer, rent costs and producing information.  Training for staff and beneficiaries, travel costs and a PA system for the day centre are also included.

Based in Hammersmith and Fulham, serves London-wide.
Naz Project London awarded £183,409
The NAZ project provides one-to-one and group support to people living with HIV or Aids.  They work predominantly with people from South Asia, the Middle East, North Africa, Horn of Africa and Latin America as instances of the disease tend to be high in these communities.  The project provides advice, information, referrals, interpretation and advocacy support and peer support services.  These support groups will particularly help tackle isolation, give users the opportunity to form friendships and share their experiences.  Users are involved in the planning of the project, ensuring that it meets their needs.  

The grant, over three years, is for salaries, producing information, training and travel costs and other project related costs such as office equipment.
Based in Hammersmith and Fulham, serves London-wide.

Islington awarded 1 grant totalling £149,732
Islington Age Concern awarded £149,732
The Voice and Choice project develops an 18 month pilot project of training that enabled marginalised older people to speak up and get their views heard.  The new project will provide training and activities, especially for more isolated older people, helping them to develop their skills and confidence.  It will work with those who are excluded from mainstream provision, particularly people suffering from mental illness or disability.  

The grant, over three years, will provide the costs of employing two members of staff and project running costs.
Lambeth awarded 3 grants totalling £352,974
Lambeth Women's Aid Limited awarded £164,421
The organisation provides refuge, information and advice to women at risk or experiencing domestic violence.  They achieve this through a range of outreach services including drop-in surgeries, telephone service, welfare benefits advice and individual casework.  The project will work to help improve the quality of life for these women by helping them understand the long-term affects of abusive relationships.  It will give them the support and resources needed to help change their life choices.  The project will also raise awareness of the issues surrounding domestic violence to professionals in the statuatory and voluntary sector.  

The grant, over three years, is for two salaries, training for staff, volunteers and beneficiaries and venue hire for face to face work.
Mosaic Clubhouse awarded £129,116
The organisation provides a range of activities aimed at helping people with severe and enduring mental health problems to take up some form of employment.  They provide various types of work opportunities aimed at introducing beneficiaries to the structure of the working day as well as practical experience through a placement scheme.  The project will help the organisation to develop its range of services, increase its links with organisations providing work placements and employment opportunities, and work towards opening 365 days per year rather than only weekdays as at present.  

The grant, over three years, is for the salary of a new full-time Resources Development Manager and associated running costs.
Oasis Children's Venture awarded £59,437
The organisation provides a range of challenging leisure activites for children and young people from disadvantaged communities.  This project will extend the karting activities provided by increasing it's weekend sessions and teaching kart maintenance and repair.  The project teaches children safe driving skills and how to work as part of a team, extending their friendship network and helping them to take an active role in the community.  Research showed high levels of crime, truancy and school exclusion in the area and it is hoped that the project will help to reduce crime levels by giving youngsters the chance to be involved in exciting activities.  

The grant, over three years, will pay for various part-time salaries, equipment costs and other expenses needed to successfully run the project.
Newham awarded 1 grant totalling £95,505
Conflict and Change Limited awarded £95,505
Conflict and Change supports and promotes community-based conflict resolution in Newham.  Newham has an extensive black and minority ethnic (BME) community base.  This project builds on previous work that centres around building the capacity of BME groups in the borough to help with intercultural, family or interpersonal conflicts that stem from the impact of poverty, something that these communities are especially susceptible to.  It will work with community leaders, equipping them the skills to recognise situations of potential conflict and work towards a better position of understanding and acceptance by members of the communities involved.  

The grant, over three years, will provide the costs of employing one staff member, fees for freelance workers and project running expenses.
Richmond-upon-Thames awarded 1 grant totalling £76,246
Age Concern Richmond upon Thames awarded £76,246
The project will provide advocacy to people living in residential care homes and to those with dementia living in the community. It will offer intensive support to people in crisis and less intensive support to a smaller number of people who are experiencing social isolation. In addition, awareness and training sessions will be provided in care homes to both staff and residents in areas such as abuse.  The project will help improve the independence and of older people and will also improve standards of care and sensitivity to residents needs.

The grant, over three years, is for a contribution to the salary of the Advocacy Co-ordinator post.
Southwark awarded 1 grant totalling £122,670
Bede House Association awarded £122,670
The project works with people with learning disabilities, providing volunteering opportunities in a range of settings to help people gain self respect and confidence.  It will help volunteers develop relevant skills for future employment and will enable the organisations involved to gain a better understanding of the contribution made by volunteers to the community. Most placements are within other voluntary and community organisations and activities undertaken by the volunteers include gardening, work at city farms and office work.  The project is well planned and there is a good level of user involvement.  

The grant, over three years, is for a contribution to the salaries of the Volunteer Co-ordinator and a Project Manager as well as other project costs.
Sutton awarded 2 grants totalling £80,031
Community Drug Service for South London awarded £20,168
The organisation provides a range of support services to help people tackle their drug and alcohol issues.  Services include telephone support, face to face counselling, advice, a relapse prevention group and a range of therapies.  The project will complete the final phase of refurbishment works in the premises.  The shop-front location will make the service more easily accessible to existing and potential users, and provide better disabled access and more counselling and treatment space. 

The grant, over one year, is for refurbishment and equipment.
Sutton & Merton East-African Refugee Project awarded £59,863
The organisation has recently become a registered charity and is run mainly by volunteers.  They help organise various activities such as a youth club, a drop-in and outreach advice service, football games and a job search club.  There is a relatively large East African community in Merton and Sutton and the organisation has identified a clear need for the services they provide.  The project will improve service delivery by employing a Charity Co-ordinator who will develop the organisation and help them to plan and implement strategies that will work towards acquiring the (CLS) Quality Mark and other relevant systems.  The office will operate five days per week and, as their capacity will be increased, they can manage demand for services effectively.  It will also help to raise the profile of the organisation and turn it into a key partner within the East African refugee community. 

The grant over two years will pay the salary of a full-time Charity Co-ordinator, rent, recruitment, training and other organisational overheads.
Tower Hamlets awarded 1 grant totalling £190,576
Women's Health and Family Services awarded £190,576
The organisation provides holistic services for women from black and minority ethnic communities and their families.  They currently provide support to over 4000 women per year in Tower Hamlets, a figure that is steadily rising.  Many of the women have limited written and spoken English skills resulting in poor uptake and access of statutory services.  The organisation mainly addresses health issues but also deals with educational difficulties, social welfare, advocacy & poverty issues.  This project will strengthen the organisation by developing evaluation & monitoring systems and improving and expanding service access and delivery.  This will also help to enhancethe quality of support for users.  

The grant, over three years, will pay the salaries of a Project Co-ordinator, a Finance and Administration Worker, rent, running costs,training & line management.
Westminster, City of awarded 1 grant totalling £90,000
St Paul's Newpin awarded £90,000
The organisation runs a drop-in centre for vulnerable parents and their pre-school children in Westminster.  The project offers support to parents, helping them to interact with their child in a more postive way, by offering activities that encourage parents to form friendships with people who face similar challenges.  Parents will gain greater self-respect and confidence by participating in a personal development programme that includes parenting skills, family play, and support, empathy and respect. This will help parents  to nurture and understand their child and, through group work, will enable parents to develop new friendships and support groups.  

The grant, over three years, is for the slary of the Centre Co-ordinator.

Based in Westminster, serves surrounding boroughs.
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